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From The Times, January 17 th. 

CHARLOTTE MASON.* 

A PIONEER OR SANE EDrCATION • 

Many hundreds of parents and teachers in all parts of the 
world will join in mourning Miss Charlotte Mason, who 
died in her sleep at the ''House of Education,’" Ambleside, 
at noon yesterday. She founded the Parents" National 
Educational Union so long ago as 1887, and strove steadily 
for more than half a century to create a system of education 
that should form a balanced union of religious belief and 
literary and scientific thoroughness , 

Her personal influence was probably more widespread 
than that of any educationist of her time. The loyalty 
which she inspired was more than could be accounted for by 
the mere weight and force of her educational philosophy. 
The “House of Education” founded by he^rapidly ac- 
quired a tradition and a spirit radiating throughout the 
great system which she evolved of “home schools,"" with 
many hundreds of children and governesses widely separated 
in space but one in endeavour, working through the same 
syllabuses with the same books, and passing by means of 
test-papers, sent to Ambleside for correction, through the 
same series of grades . Until almost the last it was the pride 
of Miss Mason’s many disciples that she knew all the 
children in the “Parents" Union School,” looked through 

kind permiasion of iht Mditor of The Times , 
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An Official Tribute. 

Board of Education, 

Whitehall, S.Wa, 

12th February , 192S, 

Dear Madam, 

I do not think it is right that I should allow the death of 
Miss Charlotte Mason to pass without recording officially 
the deep regret of the Board of Education at the termination 
of her long and fruitful labours in the field of education, and 
their high appreciation of the great public services which she 
has rendered. 

We know that Miss Mason started her work very early 
in life, and she carried it on with unremitting diligence and 
enthusiasm for over half a century. The fundamental 
principle of her teaching^ — a belief in the child natural 
powers of appreciation — was unfamiliar in England when 
she was young . It is far otherwise to-day, and that perhaps 
is in itself the best evidence of what we owe to her and the 
most lasting memorial of her labours. Her influence, 
diffused through her books and the Union which she founded, 
was a source of strength to many hundreds of teachers, and 
though she did not come into direct relations with the 
public system of education as administered by the Board and 
the Local Education Authorities, there can be no question of 
the profound and permanent benefit accruiiig to that 
system from her life and example, and from her efforts to 
establish and diffuse the principles which she followed. 
She was a high-minded, disinterested and sincere worker for 
the advancement of education, who combined a generous 
vision and a good practical judgment, and on behalf of the 
President and my colleagues I join with the Parents" 
National Educational Union in deploring her loss and pay- 
ing tribute to her memory. 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) L, A. Selby-Bigge, 

Permanent Secretary. 

The Hon. Mrs. Franklin, 

Parents’ National Educational Union, 

20, Victoria Street, S .W .1 . 
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their yfork, and followed their progress. The ‘‘House of 
Education” has been, incidentally, the only institution 
tliat has offered sp^ial professional training to the private 
governess • 

Charlotte Maria Shaw Mason was born on January 1st, 
1842, the daughter of Joshua Mason, a Liverpool merchant. 
After a home education she was drawn to teaching work, and 
after some experience in various schools and in a training 
college at Chichester , she began her work as an educational 
reformer, and eventually founded the Union associated with 
her name* The principles which she preached and which 
she lived to see widely adopted, both in the schools that 
confessedly caixied out her ideas and in schools that tacitly 
adopted them, were the hunger for knowledge, the use of 
school life as a deliberate preparation for the larger interests 
of life, and the cultivation of a natural and earnest interest 
in nature and art . She continually preached the one*iiess of 
education and the universal necessity of knowledge : 
‘ 'Without knowledge Reason carries a man into the wilder- 
ness and Rebellion joins company/' That is a quotation 
from a remarkable series of letters on ‘ ‘The Basis of National 
Strength’’ contributed to The Times in 1921. Knowledge 
w^ell balanced was her panacea for the dangers of revolution ; 
and such knowledge must be universal. It was the due 
balance on different sides of education which in her view 
made for national sanity . 

The Parents’ Union School was founded in 1891 to 
press forward these principles, and by 191 S Miss Mason’s 
ideas had permeated some forty elementary schools,*^ 
A number of preparatory schools adopted the syllabuses 
m greater or less degree and became known as 
P,N,E*U* Schools,” a guarantee to parents that 
the home point of view would at least not be 
disregarded. Great praise of the method came from 
various parts of the country — Bradford , Gloucestershire^ — 
and Miss Mason was satisfied to the last that her scheme 
of education was making considerable progress in elemen- 
tary as well as secondary schools and in private teaching , 
Miss Mason’s publications include “Home Education,” 
“Parents and Children,” “School Education,” “Our- 


♦Now neury 200. 


OL/p^Cmc 338 


ai2 


FHQM ‘*THE TIMES, 


1 '• ‘'Some Studies in the Formation of Character,” 

-The’Ambleside Geography Books.” “The Saviour of the 
' ’ (a life of Christ , an issue runnmg into six volumes), 
“The Basis of National Strength,” and "A Liberal Educa- 
t ■ n for All . ” Miss Mason ’s work was not dethroned by the 
TMtous modem developments in the direction of freedom of 
education. Together with other educational reformers of 
to-day she saw children not as little unwilling receptacles 
for information, but growing creatures struggling towards 
the light, eager to leam, eager to work, and too often 
itarved of the means of doing so. 

II. 

From \he Times Educational Supplement y 
January 20th. 

PERSONAL TRIBUTE. 

A correspond^id; writes ; — Charlotte Mason was that 
rare combination, a^riginal thinker and philosopher and 
at the same time a won^rful organiser and business woman. 
She was wise and witty ^ Ich^nly interested in the things of the 
world j birds and flowers j \poks and people, but with an 
inner vision for the beyond , ^d the graciousness of manner 
and selfless consideration foi\others which marked the 
grande dame of a passing age.\She treated the smallest 
child with courtesy. She was gi^cious to the youngest 
member of her household just as she\jas to the great of the 
land who were among her disciples, ^er students and all 
who came under her influence caught me fire of her en- 
thusiasm for her educational principles theether with her 
singlemindedness and humility. 

She never allowed her methods of teaehing^^d philoso- 
phy of education to be called by her name , but by\hat of the 
society she founded to spread them. Thus her i^nk will 
continue and be ably carried on by those she has train^ and 
appointed for the task. She was at work up to four 
before her death, and personally superintended the manji 
arrangements for accommodating the ever-increasing num- 
ber of students wishing to enter her college. Her end was 
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the passing \f a great spirit* With all her powers of mind 
and heart fre^ and keen, memory and apprehension unim- 
paired, she fell asleep after many days spent for the good of 
humanity. Her beaching has spread to almost every part 
of the globe; the pUpils of her correspondence school are to 
be found in home sehoolrooms, in private and council 
schools, and many gene^tions of happy children filled with 
the |oy of living and of learning will rise up and call her 
blessed , \ 


[The Memorial Number will be chntinued in April, as 
several important contributions have just reached 
us. We also hope to publish extr^ts from letters. 
Branch resolutions, etc^^ — Ed.l 
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Our Work, 

Members will be glJid to know that Miss Mason made oomplete 
provision for the continuance of her work. 

The business of the House of Education and the Parents* Union 
School is to be managed by a Council appointed by Miss Mason. This 
Council has power to make rules and regulations for the conduct of 
their business- The education work of the House of Education, the 
Practising School and the Parents’ Union School is to be carried on by 
the said Council in accordance with Miss Mason’s principles under the 
supervision of a principal as regards the House of Education , of a head 
mistress as regards the practising school and of a director as regards the 
Parents ’ Union School who are to be appointed by and to act under the 
directions of the said Council. The first Principal of the House of 
Education is to be Miss E. A. Parish who is to retain ofiBoe for life. 

The first Director of the Parents ’ Union School is to be Miss E . Kitching 
who is also to retain office for life, 

V PARENTS’ UNION SCHOOL. 

This term is sn^'sljort that members may take the Examination 
directly after Easter 4th — 11th). Those who cannot do so 

may take the Exarainatio&^^om March 21st — 2Sth, but the papers ^ 

<'aanot be posted firom Ambles ide before the 19th . 


\ P.N.E.U. Notes. 

Edited Ggnerai Sg€t€tary^ 26 , Victoria Strett^ 

Jo whom all Sees, are requested t& send refarts af aU 

matters of inter eonneeied with their branches^ also 6 cafies of 
any frosfee/usesar Other pafers they may frint. Secretaries are 
ashed to send a shts^ report of each lecture ^iven to the branch, 
before the nth of fko month. The report to he written on one 
side of the paper and not to exceed too wards 

Ballymena Aeea — A^eceasfiil meeting was held on Friday , Jan- 
uary 19 th, in St. Patrick’s Pi^ochial Hall, when Mis. S. Henry, of 
Uoleraine gave an uitensely\mterestiug Lecture on “Bird Life,“ 
illustrated by lantern slides, 

It had been decided to ask th^ local companies of Girl Guides^ 
Brownies j and Scouts to be preseat/^nd the audience was a large one, 
and mc^ enthusiastic . At the start , some of the Brownies and Guides 
sang “The Cuckoo,” and other birdWngss and then there were 
gmmophone records of the actual songa%rf real birds. The lantern 
slides that followed were excellent, and w^ many of them made by 
r. Henry hnnself, from his own photogra^^ of local birds. The 
children and the grown-ups were all alike deepl^terestcd, and, at the 
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v^R cm. UHmOTT^ ld^Rl2L oiro > 

Aiiibleside; DXi^ctor or the rarenTJS ’ union -^cuooi; Zditor of tha 



Paraniis* Review; b. Ban^r* 1 Jan *1842; d. of Joshua Mason, 
merchant, Liverpool; spinster; churchwoman* jiduc. home. 

After a short training and sdina eisp^rianoe in schools of v-rtous 
grades, and in a Training Oollego ( Chichester ) , perceived 
certain principles leading to a reformed theory and practice 
of education; to further such reforii^ wrote several volumes; 
lectured; founded the Parents’ Hational i!.ducat ional tTnion, 1887; 
the House of Education, , 1693,; the Parents’ union School, 1691; 
the Parents ’ Review, 1890, etc.; has lived to see a pretty wide 
adoption of her principles and methods In ifileiaen tar y Schools, 
Secondary schools < and home schoolrooms. Publications: Home 
Education: Parents and uhlldran; School iLducation; Soiaa studies 
in the formation of Character; Ourselve a; The Forty Shires; 

The Amhleside Geogi’aphy Books (vole* i,ii,iii,iv,v) /{revised 
and brought up to date, 1923); The Saviour of the rorld ( a Life 
of Christ in varaa); vol* i. The Holy Infancy; vol.li. His Dominion- 
vol, iii. The Kingdom of Heaven; vol. iv. The Breud of Life; 
vol* V, The Oreat uontroversy; vdil. vl, The Training of ths 
Disciples; Ths Baals of National strength ( scries of Letters 
to The Times) and a Liberal education for All (three pamphlets, 
dealing with jilementary ,Contiituatlon and Secondary Schools) ; 
articles in magasinss. tteoraations; reading am driving. 

Address; Scale now* Ambleside. 
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No-se fram ’^ho" 

MASON, CHARLOTTi: MARIA SHAW. Princjipal of the Houee of 
^duc^ition,Amtolesiaa- Director of tbe Pareats* union School; gdltor *' 
of the »P!^rant9* Review"; b Bangor,! Jan 184^; d of Joenua Mason 
mercnant Liverpool; spinster; cimrchwoman Educ boms. After a 
sho^t trsiningand some experience in schools of various grades, 
and in a Training Colie e ( Cbichaster) , ptxceivea certain princioles 
leading to a reformed theory and practice of aaucation; to further 
such reforms wrote several vol'ames; lectured; founded the parents* 
lationsl Educationrl Union ^ 1891; the Parents* Review, 1S9Q , etc ; 
has li^ed see a pretty wide adoption of her principles and metaode 
in Biementary Schools, secondary Schools, and Home Schoolrooms, 
Publications; Home parsato' s'nd 'OhiVdian; ^hddt gduba^rcin 

some studies in the Formattoa of Character; CurBelves; The Forty 
Shires; The Amble side Geography Books (vol i, ii, ill, y* } 

(revised and brought up to date 1923); The Saviour of the World* 

(a Life of Christ in verse) ;voli, The Holy Infant; voU|, Hie * 
Dominion; vol iii, The kingdom of Heaven; voliv. The training of the 
Disciples; The basis of National Strength( ee .ies of letters to The 
Times) and A Liberal Education for All. (three pamphlets dealing 
with Elementary Contiimation and Secondary Schools); articles in 
magazines. Recreations; reading driving, Address; Scale How Ambleslie 
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Home Education Isctures. 


1 . , , , , , - P . * 

Scheme drawn up by Mies ^aaon for P.N S U 
including forecast of all the work,.’,.,. 

Preliminary meeting ^ 

Draft programme of objects and principles 
drawn up by Miss Mason 
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1867. 


First Public Meeting (Bradford) 
Rules and Constitution, 
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iTSOn Cq.‘.=^l.0TT'; «'RIA SU-.'-'i. Principal of ths House ,f 
.^-n Ambled. 10 • Director of tha P'-rante- ’’nLon aohool; ISuitor 
-Parents' Ravta*"; b B.r;-or,l J-.n 1842; i of joab.,-.- ■- ^,-n 
of the < V ■ I D.iol • sotn‘t?r: churori..o.; -n Eduo hoae. Aft:;r • 
nhrrtr=»*liln~^na soma exp rlence In achoois of vrloua i'l'lae, 

8ho ; i .’Oil-* 9 (Chlc‘n*v,t^r) , p rcalvad certain prlncLplan 

rafarm^d theory !nd pr ctlce of viuc t.on; Xi further 
i^/^hr^rorae rrote eawar-l volume.-; l-ctuted; founded the p- vante' 
^“S,n.l ISuc^ton 1 union, 1391- the Parents- Hvvlea .1>-: ^0,e tc; 
h n li ■ t 980 '? pretty irl ia adoption of hox principles -ind (catnoda- 
in Uaventory'schoolB, Second- ry StJhoolB, ^n.i Home Schoolroome. 
Publlo>-tlone; ffoms '^ddc'4^if<Snf "P’fsnie and Children; ^4cbdoi Educ»?vJn^ 
gom-» Studias In the formation of Ch-ractex; Ouraslvee; The forty 
Shires* The Aableslde geocraphy Books (vol i. li ill, Iv, v. ) 

(revlped brought uo to date 1932); The 3.-=viour of the ’irll; 

(A hlfe of Christ in yar88);v;li, The Holy Infant; vollj., 'is 
Dominion* vol ill, The yinp-dom of r'a-aven; V'-llv, The tr^inina of 
Oisciol-js* The b-'is of -ational strenrth(sa isa of lattera t- The 
Times) end A Libarel Eiuc'Jtlon for All. {three pamphlets dealing 
witn Sl'jir.ant'ry continuitlon and Seconi-iry Schools); axtlol?a in 
m*jT vines. Hecre-tions; r-:niing irivlng. Address; Seals How Amblse'dB 
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Home ^;jLac=itlQn ItJCtur??, , . . . , * . . -lBi5^1883 

Sche-s? 1- up by Wine *‘-soa for P.N E •! 

inclaTin)7 forao st of all work.* ,,18SS 

Prsllfflin- ry * 1887. 

Dr:^.ft profrr-inime of objects ?nd principlss 

dr>wn uo by !?lss ^^son 1888. 

^iTst Public sieetlnf? (Bradford) . . ............ .1PS8* 

Rule^ and conetitutlon 1890 

First Annual '*eetlnp: (London *Touee|, . . , 1B$0 

First P^.rants * Heviev ( ^^arcb) ........ ......... 1890 

P-^rente* TTnion school ?t=irtei June 15th. ....... 1891 

nouee of Muc^tion ^t^rted J^tnuary. ............ 1B93. 
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4 -Af-'Otor of tb0 r"^.rsntn< v^alon Sotiool* ?4lt ;r 
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or uua ^ - tiir" elmrch» 
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JAH 164^i; 1 of Joohu- 
elmrcbwOGi A Hiduc boms. Aft»r 
#-^ainlti"^nl coflio oxp^rionca In nchooii of v rlrius 
rrun - a (ChtOn.f r). p rcoivoa c^-rt in 

i^ iin> to rjforBicl th«ory ad pr eUt-a of ^Uii t^ont t ^ 

Iji^ns to ^ ^-ivar-l volv-mO'^; 1 ^ctorad; foual-^i the p ran! 

nnf a I i:d«^ tt->n 1 rmlon,ie91; Rrtylew.lr ■O.atc; 

K - iV • oea rv protty wi.J» d-iotlon of h?r prlnclj.lae -nd .Kethode ; 
in%Ienint>JT'achool8, gaconl ry ichoola, nd Homa 9chool roona . 
pSoiie- *.i‘-'n^ !?6:^a 'sdac-ii‘air'P-#'*f'<‘8' CtiiiF’'C!hlldTan}. 4ohd.41 ?.dd’o'‘ tftJn • ' 
.(oma Studlea U the *-ot«etion of Character, ourealyee; Tha forty 
ShlTaa: Tb« Aahlaalda aeo^T'^phy Books (vol li 111, Iv, v.) 

?r-vi"ed onl Oropyht up to d-ota 193^); Tha "avlour of tM orlij 
(a Life of Chrlat In var^B);v‘ll, The Holy Infant; vollj. Hie 
noalnlon* vol ill, The rins-dw of Heaven; v Xlv, The tr Vnlne of 
eiMlnlas' The barlo of «etien-l 3*ren(?th(B3 lea of larter? t: The 
Tin?' ) end A Liberal i^duc vtlon for All. (three pimphleto Idailnff 
ilt'i Tiltja^nt*ry Continu tlrn 'ind Sscond^ry Schools); In 

!Ti. y ^inse. Rscrs tlono* r ‘ i .ing irivia?* 3 ca1^ *^ow 
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Home Wucn tioa Isotur^s 

Schema ^v?n op *‘scn for P H tJ 

inclttUnn forec’et of »»11 thi work ,183^ 

Pr 3 limln"ry oQ^tlnt,' 18 ^: 7 , 

Or-' ft pro/nr*'J5me objectfi 'ind principles 

dximn up by jIqb ^ 4 «on 1888y 

^im Public ''eating (0r dforO),, ,* .**lf^BS. 

^uls'^ snd constitution. . * * * 1330 

•iret Annual ’^<^atinpr ( London 18$0 

^Lrst Fs.rentc* naTle-* {•^'troh) -1B90 

F’l rente* ^'iiion nohool et ^.rtei June 15th. ...... *1891 

of ':duc»‘tton pt-rted Jancry .....*4 1893. 
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fha jubilee of the Parents* ^T«t»on l ICduc^tionil Tinion, which 
i8 bein^' Ic^pt in London this week, reminie ub th'^t lifi its”50 ye ra 
ths Home of I 3 duc^«ticn «t Amlbeniio h a sent out some 500 y .uniz 
women to leech In f ailles, in olasses, or in schools* About 50,000'^ 
chillren non studyioff on the lines 1 >id down by yiss Ch'^rlotto 
•j'^eoa ^ni nearly 400 schools sc'^ttered ell over our own country 
r.Qj the OOfnlnions extending to America, exi^t to m Int^in ' 

principles besides a number of classes held by trained te^tcheirs* 

A diGtlnotive feature is indicated by the title of the it 

oci lion no. - body of over b,500 members. rents h-ye been 
too much*s bT^ofd in elubr-tl ' cItcIss, slightly rldioulou*? b i 
bee *U '=^3 I mor^.nt pr^' ju iice l, and incapable, visa ^ascn sat out to \ 
h^l:- them in the effort to unlarstand their cbillran; the aciance 
of child psycholo'^y h J not been invented in 1888, but mj^ny of h:: 
own phr^sSB mi,:ht be spoken by pr^ictioner to-d^y. She hareelf 
-=tn only child; d-uf-htsr of • rich m'*roh^nt in Mv^rpool ^ho loat 
his fo tune. Charlotte took to teaching for her living* it W'S from 
the fullness of 20 ye^rs^ experience th-^t it the or 47 she put ^ 
forw rd her i^cheme '^ni averted on ^ mode^^t sc^le h-r trelnin^ centra 
t Ambiooiie. From thence ta^tchers s^o ?ut, s 0loewhera,,but fox the 
home echoulroom there le the so'-ld 'iBsi?^fe*nGa of syll -tRiB, and 
■n Oi^mln tlon '"t the end of the term, p‘<pers being sent for correct- 
ion, The Parents* is a journal s*ivinjT fur h^r help *nd 

Informat ion* 

In the protrresB of human thought the ner; idea is constantly 
depracttei -'s revolutionary , gains tentative hs/:rinrx is gr-du-vliy 
^cceptadj^ becomes commompl cs u-ig'?. The trospel of rh rlotte 
^•ecni ft:*r h iif '» cantury of p$ ceful penetr'*- tlon ra-y ^ppe-r 
Hlwr^ys to h’*ve bean the principle of r^rlon l eluc*>tlon/ ’’^at 

to h-^r 'forld tr.=;re w s novelty in the ile^ th^.t children ira born 
p-rsons, neither b^ 1 nor «rood, but full of possibllitle'^ , phyeic'.l 
mental '^nd gpirituil nd. th^t therefore while authority mu?t 
re ,iilre obedience the Mork of a location is needs 1 to ths * 

rl.?ht lavelopment of personality. Hence three duties for the ptrents; 
tni mMnt(lnln?j of ^ fit envlroment, but not one irtifiCHlly cons-- * 
trucxed for the child the discipline of right habits, ni the 
present tlun of llvine Ida* ^ -^s bre'^d for mind 'ml spirit* 

^ grew mtjrally the effort ^iihlch is prob bly most 
u ‘Vlth what is known^-s P h ^ U. practice in school 

-na home thslntruduotlon of the youn^ to '^11 that is ba t in 
iltaratura and, incr-iasln ^ly , in =rt, A growing appraci tion of the 
^xrfrn 1 values, an. Intollisrenco trulnad in the mor' l sphere to 
aistian:uish ^tiresn n #snv* and will'*, vnd a sviriiarti raaponslb- 
ailnor and than the major choioeii of life. These 
tn"- u They cert'iinly ^:ive Charlotte tiaeon the rii ht 

nirher pl'ice th'^nperh^^zis she h e yet held 'imong eiac tlon 1 
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H ire»k'B oeXsteratii-na Inelijle four eeBSl jne of confer«h'o«, 

ooan t 3 Via publle «i dinnsr at which the Parltamentacy Saoteta^ 
to the Board of Education is to epaak, with Sir Richard LiwlnRwtona 
in the chair, and a Latin Clrace song by the girls of Oweretona 
school, xorthampton. All informatiph conoenilng the ’nlon and its 
work «^y be had from Its offices at 36 ' iotorie Street, S.K. 

Wigs Panels Prankau presided at the first session of the 
conference et which jr.».Monk ''.itbon.Snglieh l/aater of the caireid 
Co-Sdoc"tion SchooKPS .E n.), Swanage, read an nddrs’s on 
•Children and Culture." 

Professor A A Cock profsesox of Education and Phlloepphy at 
Uniwarelty College, Southampton in e tribute to Gh'^rlo^te tfaaon, 
said that so manifold and vast in aeale had been the ors''tLva 
and Isetructlve activity In the p=et SQ yasre that hietorieus oftafi 
failed to pay due heed to thebenef leant activities of creative 
educators. A permanent place had to be given to the wonJerfal 
women of the Tiotorien tnd twentisth-oentury Snscl^^nl. (lisa 3g8r,n 
sew and proolalmed aduoationol msthode 30 years psfore they were 
ncoepted. She saw In the Increasing efflolency of the machinery 
of education a menace to the cositlon of the parents, even some 
of the betrayal of the patents' vocation to bring up their ohillrsn 
in the fear ani heritage of Ood 
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